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Week 1 Term : Tuesday February 5th 2019

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
WELCOME BACK
Thank you to all parents for the preparation of their children and the PTA for
ensuring parents have the correct uniform. School hats are on order and we hope
that all students will have school hats for week 2.
All students and staff were excited with the changes that have taken place over the
holidays- new carpet in rooms 1 & 2( Thank you Shane and Sara Frew), Heatpumps in rooms 7,3,& 4 ( Thank you Darryl and the boys at Aotea Electrical).These
improvements as well as a new roofing ridge on Rooms 5 & 6 are thanks to the
Diocese Education property committee who agreed to these improvements for our
students.
Also we would like to thank Mr Rendall and Mr Eastwood for moving of the
playhouse and Mr Eastwood for the relocation of our junior sandpit and the paving
in our action stations outside area.We hope to add a shade sail soon to this area.
Thank you too to Father Vaughan for helping us in this area. All together a
wonderful effort for all our students.
Our school has started the year with 147 students and we welcomed 9 new
students and 3 new families

From left to right
Jordyn Campbell, Harry Campbell, Indie O’Neill, Isabelle Gwatkin, James Fahey,
Jake MacLennan, Lily-Jean Boatwright, Jasmine Boatwright, Luca Poihegatana

MEET THE TEACHER EVENING
Tuesday 12th Feb we will hold this evening to enable our staff to share their
expectations, programmes and information that may be helpful to you.
Due to our increased roll and trying to ensure you have no clashes and can
share with your child’s teacher we are holding one class at a time.
5- 5.15- room 7
5.15- 5.30- room 3
5.30- 6.00 tea picnic tea- bring yours along and share our space with other
families.
6.00- 6.15- BOT chairperson/ staff
6.20- 6.35- room 4
6.40- 6.55- Room 5
7- 7.15- room 6
7.15- 7.30- room 1&2
MRS LYON
It is with sadness that the BOT have accepted the resignation of Carolyn Lyon
to take place at the end of term 1. Carolyn is moving her family to Wanaka. We
wish her and her family well in this new adventure. The BOT will be advertising
early this term for a fulltime permanent teacher for Room 5.
ADDITIONAL COSTS
Future costs which can be paid at the office or can be invoiced.
Diaries ( Rms 6,5,1 & 2)
$7.00
Reading logs ( Rms 7,3,& 4)
$6.00
News papers in schools- (Rms 1 & 2)
$7.00
Felts - ( Rms 7 & 3)
$10
RE digital levy- ( all rooms)
$7.00
Mathletics- ( Rms 6,5,1 & 2) - a maths computer programme recommended by
our COL(community of learning) for senior school.$15.00 for a years subscription.
Thank you to the PTA for sorting the stationery and to those who have made the
use of the eftpos. It is still with us until Friday.
CONGRATULATIONS
Jack O’Connor - for his 1st place in the 5km Run the Ridge race .Well
done Jack, you even beat the adults!
FAMILY FORMS
Thank you to those who very quickly have returned their health and permission
form. We need to ensure we have the correct information for your children so
please return these to the office as soon as possible. Please note, there is a
Yes/No for the question regarding use of panadol at school.

SPECIAL CHARACTER
5th St Agatha
6th Waitangi Day
6th St Paul Miki and Companions
Te Tiriti o Waitangi - The Treaty of Waitangi is an agreement between the
Crown and Māori signed in 1840. It is often referred to as a 'living document’ and
recognises the prior occupation by Māori of Aotearoa New Zealand. It allowed
for the peaceful acquisition of land for European settlement and ensured that
immigrants could come to live here.
The Treaty allowed the Crown to set up a government and to establish laws, and
under the Treaty the Crown was to guarantee and protect Māori tribal authority
over their lands, fisheries, forests, villages, taonga (treasures) and culture. The
Treaty also extended to Māori the status and rights of British citizens.
From https://caritas.org.nz/treaty-waitangi
New Zealand's constitution is not found in one document. Instead, it has a
number of sources, including crucial pieces of legislation, several legal
documents, common law derived from court decisions as well as established
constitutional practices known as conventions. Increasingly, New Zealand's
constitution reflects the Treaty of Waitangi as a founding document of
government in New Zealand.
From https://gg.govt.nz/office-governor-general/roles-and-functions-governorgeneral/constitutional-role/constitution/constitution
Adapted from Parliamentary prayer.
Almighty God, Humbly acknowledging our need for Your guidance in all things,
and laying aside all private and personal interests, we beseech You to grant that
we may conduct the affairs of this House and of our country to the glory of Your
Holy Name, the maintenance of true religion and justice, the honour of the
Queen, and the public welfare, peace and tranquillity of New Zealand, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

CONGRATULATIONS
We wish to share our congratulations with the Wijetunga family
on the baptism of their son Declan, and the Sole family for the
baptisms of Jack and Marli during the school holidays.
Wonderful celebrations with family, friends and our parish.

PARISH NEWS
YOUTH CHURCH CHOIR
This year Fr Vaughan and Billie Tohill would like to invite students from year 4
and up to form a group of singers who could help with singing at Sunday Mass.
The group will practise on Thursdays at 1:00pm (during lunchtime), commencing
14 Feb. Everyone most welcome. The group will learn motets (sacred music)
suitable for their level, aiding our liturgical celebrations and will sing from the
choir loft. The group will assist with the liturgical music for the first time on Sun
24 Feb at the Parish and School Picnic Mass. Enquires to Mrs Claire Dwyer.

2019 PASTORAL AREA & SCHOOL MASS & PICNIC
Sunday 24th February
Everyone from our Pastoral area and School community is warmly invited to
attend this gathering where we will pray, play, eat and socialise together this
summer .
The picnic will begin with an outdoor 10:00am Mass at Pioneer Park, Alexandra
(by the tennis courts), followed by traditional picnic games for all ages, with a
BBQ lunch to follow (BBQ lunch provided by the parish will include sausages,
bread, onions, etc.). People are asked to bring salads and desserts to share.
Plates, serviettes and water will be provided, but please bring you own bottle.
SEATING– some will be provided (forms from the hall) but people are
encouraged to bring their own chairs, mats, etc. As it’s likely to be a sunny day,
please make sure you bring a hat and sunscreen to protect yourself from
sunburn.
Please Note: There will be no Mass in Omakau or Roxburgh the weekend 23/24
Feb as all parishioners are encouraged to join for the one Mass that Sunday if
possible.
ALTAR SERVERS

FEBRUARY 10TH

Mia Flannery / David Fonseca

FEBRUARY 17TH

Alia Ryan / Harry Ryan

BIRTHDAYS
Judge Boatwright

27th Dec (sorry Judge - we left you off last
year)
Our January birthdays
Cody Robinson
Gabrielle Stratford
Hayvin O’Neill
Aurelia Lanham
Mac Bedford
Mayce Williams
Millie Williams
Johnny O’Neill-Cooney
Olivia Dyson
Liam Broome
Jordyn Campbell
Tara Mullholland
Tadhg Reilly
Mark-Allan Shelford
Wyatt Gullick
Otis Battrick
Jacqui Everett
Quinn Lemuelu

Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

9th
9th
10th
10th

Lucas Tyrrell

Feb 11th

Tuesday 5th Feb

PTA meeting

Wednesday 6th Feb

Waitangi Day Picnic

Tuesday 12th Feb

Meet The Teacher

Tuesday 19th Feb

instructional swimming - all students

Tuesday 19th Feb

BOT meeting

Sunday 24th Feb

Parish/School mass and picnic

Thursday 28th Feb

School Swim Sports

Thursday 21st March

School Triathlon

Monday 25th March

Anniversary Day - school closed

Friday 29th March

School Photos

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

NZSTA is working very hard to encourage parent and
whanau participation on school boards in order to help shape and support the
education of their children. To that end, we will be rolling out the Korari
Programme for anyone interested in finding out about standing for the school
board elections and having a say in the education of their children. We have the
following resources in the office if you would like to have a look. You can also
email Ellen Middendorf our BOT chairperson on board@stgerards.school.nz
1. Korari: a programme (workshop) that provides you with governance training to
help you understand the role of school boards of trustees.
We will be rolling out workshops for Korari in March/April this year. Please see
attached poster for this.
2. Korari form: NZSTA will support anyone who advises us they are interested in
becoming a trustee, by way of the workshops but also providing access to our
Learning Management System where online modules re. school governance,
student achievement etc. can be completed.
3. Community member guide to the role of the board of trustees: This explains a
lot of commonly asked questions and information about becoming a trustee.

PTA

The
uniform shop will now only open on a Friday morning 8.45 - 9.15
If you require anything outside of this ?me please phone either of the ladies below and
they will arrange to meet you at the shop.
Contact Details: stgerardsuniform@gmail.com

or Rebecca McNaughton 0275255996 and Alana Melvin 0272082008
Facebook- St Gerard's Alexandra Uniform Shop.

URGENT
School Tracksuits - Please wash and return to school. There was a very
poor response to this at the end of last year and there are still nearly 40
outstanding.
Tracksuits cannot be given out this year if they are not returned. Please
check at home and return as soon as possible.
LABELS
The PTA have sourced some very cool labels which can be used for almost
everything - books, bags, shoes, lunchboxes, clothing.
If you follow the link below you can order under the St Gerards account and earn
some money for the school at the same time.
https://www.stuckonyou.nz/affiliate/fundraiser/STGERARDSSCHOOL
MEETING
There will be a PTA meeting tonight to discuss the upcoming AMP show. This is
one of the major fundraisers so your support would be appreciated. You do not
need to be on the PTA to attend this.
Let’s start this School-Year off with a Bang
Introducing Our PTA Annual Cash Calendar Fundraiser – This Year’s Month
– MARCH!
The PTA would like to invite everyone to participate in our first fundraiser of the
year - the 50:50 raffle that we have dubbed “The Cash Calendar”.
Last year we raised over $1,700.
We took great care in reviewing the feedback from last year’s Cash Calendar in
order to deliver a fundraiser that is effective and fun for all participants. The
more families we have involved with selling calendars and taking part, the more
worthwhile the fundraiser becomes. Our aim for this sort of fundraiser is to work
smarter, not harder - This is a low input fundraiser – no baking, no rostered
shifts, just spreading the word about this fun draw and watching the calendars
sell!
Forms will be going home with eldest child of each family, Today – Tuesday the
5th of February.
For $20, you will receive 29 chances to win daily cash prizes for the month of
March.
If you have any queries feel free to contact the Cash Calendar Organiser,
Emma Patrick pta.treasurer@stgerards.school.nz.The PTA would also like you to
know that there is no obligation to participate in any activity/fundraiser that you
do not feel comfortable in being a part of.

GENERAL NEWSBOARD
WAITANGI DAY FAMILY PICNIC/GET TOGETHER
All families are welcome to meet at Pioneer Park from 11am - 1pm. Bring your lunch and
friends - sports gear will be there for a friendly game of cricket, touch, rippa. BYO gear if
you would like to share in another activity. Hoping for a warmer day than last year.
PIZZA
Monday $2.50 - hawaiian or meat lovers
SAUSAGE SIZZLE
Wednesday - $2 to Chrissy before school
please
We urgently need more helpers to cook and
serve sausages on a Wednesday. Any parents,
grandparents or friends that are able to help
please phone Loretta 0211667022
PIE WARMERS -Thursdays
FOUR SQUARE LUNCH ORDER - Friday. Orders in by 9.00am in
a named envelope with order written on outside and money enclosed.

Friday 8 February 7.30pm
The Stadium Tavern, Alexandra
$25 Adult; $20 Seniors
Book: Alexandra i-Site or at the door
if tickets available

